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STATEMENT 


(This statement presumes to be the voice of all sisters 
and brothers in the churches of Asia. It is a programme 
of renewal and commitment : renewal of hearts and rela- 
tionships; commitment to the oppressed and the ex- 
cluded, and to justice and peace. That is what Jesus 
asks of us. The statement sums up four days’ discussion 
and search by a gathering of some seventy persons (lay, 
clerical and religious), convened jointly by the Catholic 
Priests’ Conference of India (CPCI) and the Forum of 
Religious for Justice and Peace (FORUM). We met at 
the Indian Social Institute, Bangalore form 14-17 April 
1998. That was on the eve of the Special Assembly for 
Asia of the Synod of bishops meeting in Rome. After the 
assembly the text has been revised). 


1. RENEWAL 


1. We pray that the Holy Spirit may make the churches of 
Asia and all other churches of the world over sensitive 
to her presence and open to Her new-creative action, 
so we may serve God and God’s people more mean- 
ingfully and heartily than in the past. 


2. We know that the good news can be shared in Asia 
only by living the gospel radically, that is through wit- 
ness of life and through being light and salt to this con- 
tinent. This can be done only by Asia’s local churches 
with the help of various people’s movement and of 
Asian Bishops’ Conferences and their federation. 
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: 
3. Asia is a vast multitude of diverse ethnic groups, Cul- 
tures, languages and scripts, religions, spiritual tradi- 
tions, historical memories, economic situations and 
political systems. No useful analysis of this complex, 
heterogeneous reality could be done without a deep, - 
multidisciplined research including the insights of ex- 
perts and the accumulated experiences of the suffer- 
ing masses. Without such analysis meaningful com- 
munication and action will not be possible. Without it 
we shall lack focus and vision, lack perspective on the 
deprived and the oppressed of Asia and on the new, 
emerging identities and movements of Asian peoples. 
We must repeat, then that any significant deliberation 
and commitment will have to be of the local churches 


of Asia. 


4. What Asia’s local churches need is a synodal leader- 
ship and governance, democratically constituted and 
renewed, representing all constituencies of each 
church (women and men, youth, priests, religious, bish- 
ops...) and responsible to the people of God. 


5. We wish to express our regret : 


i that the April assembly in Rome was not a church 
synod involving church representatives; 


li. that it was not an Asian synod but a special As- 
sembly for Asia of the Synod of Bishops; 


ii. that it was not held in Asia amid Asia’s colours and 
smells, and tears and cries; 


iv. that its processes were not mainly in Asian hands; 


v. that too little time has been given us to translate 
the working document into our many languages, to 
Study it in depth, and to critique and enrich it with 
Asian experiences and perceptions; 


vi. that Asian religions have been practically ignored: 


vil. 


that aspersions are cast on Vatican II's theology, 
and attempts are made to abrogate the council’s 
new vision of God's ways with people and its project 
for church renewal; 


vili.that an attempt is made to discard liberational and 
justice dimensions of Jesus’ message and minis- 
try, and the teaching of the NT and of the 1971 
Synod of Bishops( cf.Lk 4:18; 2C 3:17; Gal 5:1, 13; 
Jn 8:32. IL 27); | 


ix. that next to nothing is said about women’s emanci- 
pation within the church; and that the preparatory 
document is complacent about colonial education 
made accessible to a small percentage of Asian 
women; 


x. that the working paper has no reflection on the re- 
sponsibility also of the “Christian” west for Asia’s 
present -day problems of privations and inequali- 
ties. 


_ 6. The organization of the Special Assembly seems to be 
clear case of looking at Asian realities with European 
eyes. It reflects the centre-periphery relationship of 
imperial-colonial systems which we reject. It is a case 
too of the power to make decisions concerning Asians 
and matters Asian not being in Asian hands. Here 
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China would seem to score a point. 


We are left with the impression that these special as- 
semblies, hurriedly put together and carried through, 
are prompted by some anxiety and fear. It looks like 
some dying flame struggling to survive. To those who 
are anxious we would like to say : “ Have no fear. The 
torch is passing on to Asia, and is in safe hands. The 
spirit is at work in Asia too. Asia’s is a grown-up church. 
Learn to renew your trust in the Spirit”. 


. We would like to centre attention on the Cross of Christ 
in Asia, on the millions of Asia’s crucified people: the 
dispossessed, the deprived, the impoverished, the ex- 
cluded, the despised, the broken; the Dalits and the 
Tribals; child workers and bonded labourers; and the 
victims of vulgar tourism. With these Jesus identifies 
himself. What is done to them is done to him; they are 
his images, his vicars on earth, his real presence in 
the continent (Mtt.25:31-46). 


. We would therefore call : 


|. for an explicit condemnation and rejection of the 
West's favourite economic system of profit accu- 
mulation with no regard to people, even at the ex- 
pense of the vast majority of the world’s popula- 
tion; 


li. for a re-examination of the role of international fi- 
nancial bodies like the IMF and the WB in precipi- 
tating economic crisis and turmoil in several Asian 
countries; 


eee 
il. 


Vi. 


for cancellation of the many-times paid national debt 
of oppressed nations; and for restitution of wealth 
stolen by colonial powers, and payment for raw ma- 
terials plundered, and cheap labour utilized; 


. for condemnation, as immoral and atheistic, of the 


making and hoarding and selling of weapons of 
mass destruction ( nuclear, chemical, biological); 
we urge their immediate and total elimination, so 
that the fabulous resources now being devoted to 
this “Christian” cult of death be redeemed and uti- 
lized to promote life by feeding, healing and edu- 
cating the deprived millions of the world; 


for the conversion of those who are humanly un- 
derdeveloped and insane enough to use such weap- 
ons, whether in the Nazi war or in Hiroshima, or in 
Vietnam or in the gulf war, or to dump the nuclear 
waste in the Pacific islands, and threaten with them; 
they must be brought to repent and apologize to 
Asia, to humanity; 


for immediate and total withdrawal of foreign ar- 
mies from the Asian continent, and stop sale of 
arms, and fomenting of conflicts. 


ll. Ministry of telling the Good news 


10. The ministry of telling the Good News has to come to 
grips with the Asian realities and address them. Against 
this concrete background, we hear the decisive mission 
command of Jesus Christ; “ Go and do likewise” so that “ 
your light may shine” in Asia. 


11. The aim and goal of evangelisation ministry in Asia is 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


to bring about the reign of the Divine -namely com-— 
munion and harmony with all humans and cosmic 
forces rooted in the Divine. Accordingly we visualize — 
the Asian church as becoming, and witnessing to, a 


transformed social order of liberative love, equality, 


communion and Justice. 


The present Asian situation shows that the condition 
of the poor is becoming ever more abysmal, as more 
and more people get impoverished. Telling the good 
news in this context is to squarely and effectively ad- 
dress this inhuman poverty together with secular 
forces so that the basic necessities of life are made 
available as humans’ right and as God's gift. Literacy 
and critical awakening need to form part of the minis- 
try of the Asian church. 


We want the Asian Church to be prophetic after the 
model of Jesus, to denounce the forces of death (cf. 
Mt. 23) which today’s capitalistic economic structures 
and war systems in the form of globalisation and mar- 
ket economy are trying to impose on the majority of 
the people through a dominant monoculture. We want 
the Asian church to help build alternative economic, 
political and social structures and systems based on 
a new world vision inspired by spiritual values from 
the liberative religious heritage of Asia and on peo- 
ple’s quest for life rather than on elite greed for wealth 
and power. 


In the multi-religious context of Asia/India, we as 
church are copartner in genuine inter-religious involve- 
ment in life issues to enhance and enrich the lives of 


iD. 


16. 
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18. 


19. 


the broken people such as Dalits, Tribals, women, abo- 
riginals, refugees, migrants, child workers and unor- 
ganized labourers, who claim their right to be human. 


We as the Asian church condemn the huge invest- 
ments in deadly weapons, while crores of Asians 
starve. We as church condemn USA's military pres- 
ence in Asia. (cf. 9: IV + V1) 


We as the Asian Church denounce all repressive and 
unjust laws relating to marriage, family planning, di- 
vorce and inheritance. These need to be freed from 
gender bias and be reformulated in consultation with 
women and men affected by these issues. 


We as Asian church condemn human rights violations, 
every form of torture, all forms of violence inflicted on 
women, particularly sex-trafficking, dowry harass- 
ment, domestic violence, rape and murder. 


In the Asian Church all are called (without discrimina- 
tion of gender or state of life) by Jesus Christ to con- 
tinue his ministry as it was understood and practiced in 
the early church (cf. Acts 2:42 - 47; 4: 32-37). The colle- 
gial leadership in ministries will be one of animation, 
inspiration, coordination and encouragement in building 
up contrast communities in mutual communion. 


Partnership of the people of God in all ministries needs 
to be ensured . In particular women must have full 
participation in pastoral as well as social ministries, 
administration of material resources together with the 
right to participation in decision making bodies. Wom- 
en’s claim to ordination is to be seriously considered. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


We envisage all ministries including liturgy as geared 
to justice and liberation; the church structures must 
be evangelized by the crucified poor and oppressed 
of Asia specially the worst exploited, affected, and 


devalued women. 


We want the Asian church to grow in solidarity with 
the oppressed, with all liberative forces and move- 
ments operative among them and with their own strug- 
gles for human dignity, freedom and wholeness. 


In the spirit of the Incarnation, we wish that every lo- 
cal church be rooted in its own cultural soil and in the 
lives of its people, and keep analyzing the changing 
realities in the light of the gospel, and prioritize minis- 
tries accordingly. 


We want the Asian churches to create new minis- 
tries and structures oriented towards greater humani- 
zation in the midst of inhuman poverty, religious fun- 
damentalism and cultural alienation. 


Inorder to minister to people in this way, we envision 
a new manner of being church. 


THE CHURCH WE WANT TO BE 


Women and men of faith constitute the church. In all 
her deliberations and concerns the church has to be 
people-oriented. The local church in each place sees 
herself as a sign or sacrament of the reign of God, 
and as a channel or instrument for the realization of 
the values of God’s rule. 


The church is pluralistic in forms of communities and 
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26. 


ey, 


theologies. It upholds cultural diversities even at the 
local level. Every local church is rightfully autono- 
mous, and maintains the principle of subsidiarity. The 
centre of the church is every believing and loving heart. 


It is in table-friendship and food-sharing that the Chris- 
tian community expresses the truth of her being the 
sign of God's reign. At the shared table women and 
men become Jesus’ disciples, equal and free, and 
recognize themselves as such. The bread-sharing 
Jesus-community is essentially classless, casteless, 
and non-sexist. They eschew and denounce all forms 
of “dominance-subservience’” in leadership roles and 
styles of functioning. To measure up to this ideal, to- 
day’s church must free herself from the shackles of 
patriarchal -hierarchical structures taken over from 
imperial-feudal, social models. Within such traditions 
the laity became marginal and women were made sub- 
ordinate, were denied all leadership roles, deprived 
of all decision-making power, and silenced, and made 
invisible. In the new church they will take their place 
with men with equal dignity and rights. Their leader- 
ship will be reinstated and their contribution recog- 
nized as equal partners (Mtt 23:8 - 12; Mk 10: 42 - 
45; Lk 22:24-27; Jn 13:1-17, 34-35; 15:1 -17; Act 2:1- 
4, 17-18; Rom 12:4 - 13; 1 Cor.10:16-17). 


In the Jesus community, leadership will consist in serv- 
ice, and will promote people’s participation in deci- 
sion-making, and in the expressing of their faith and 
worship from within their local cultures. The commu- 
nity’s worship will not be weighed down with rituals, 
but will be simple and humanizing, educating us to 
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28. 


29. 
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care for one another and to make sure that nobody in 
the community is left needy. The community will al- 
ways provide space for dialogue and accountability, 
and will be vigilant against the subtle forces of Mam- 
mon, the enticement of the market and the seduc- 
tions of globalisation. The community, will evolve and 
embrace criteria for simple life style, for ceiling on prop- 
erty, for collective ownership and management of as- 
sets and institutions, all in the service of the oppressed 
and suffering People of God. The liberative thrust will 
be an essential dimension of the church as the peo- 
ple of God. (Act 2:42-47; 4:32-37, Rom 12:13, 20; 

15:25-28, 1 Cor. 16:1-4; Il Cor. 8:1-15,9). : 


The community will choose its leaders who will be 
accountable to it and be in service for a maximum 
period of ten years. 


The church will govern itself by laws framed in con- 
sultation with the people according to its needs and 
cultural ethos. 


. COMMUNION OF CHURCHES 
30. 


Inspired and guided by the kind of relationships that 
existed among different ecclesial communities of the 
apostolic times the following mode of communion 
among the local churches across the continents is 
envisaged. Diversity and harmony, mutual respect 
and love cement this relationship. Such relationship 
contributes to the richness and vitality of the churches. 


. All local churches are acknowledged as sister 


churches, equal in every respect and committed to 
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the strengthening of the bond of union. Mutual rela- 
tionship could be furthered by actual sharing of per- 
sonnel, resources and spiritual blessings to support 
evangelizing endeavors. 


. A relationship of solidarity and support is what we 
expect from the church of Rome. It is by mutual love 
and service that the church of Rome promotes the 
growth of the church universal and not by domination 
and centralization. We expect such service be marked 
by adult-to-adult relationship, ever recognizing the 
specific identify and legitimate autonomy and dignity 
of the local churches. 


. The real mark of solidarity and communion of 
churches is commitment to truth, sealed by justice 
and love. Consultation and persistent adherence to 
dialogue will serve the cause of truth and safeguard 
relationships. Mature Christian culture will avoid uni- 
lateral decisions. Creation of fora for dialogue and 
adherence to honorable transparent procedures will 
help resolve contentious issues amicably. 


The church in relation to cultures and religions 


. Asia is vast masses of people: a complex mosaic of 
ethnic groups, communities and races. Two thirds of 
the worlds’ population live here. (cf. 3 above) 


. Asia is the womb of the world’s great religions includ- 
ing Christianity. At their source these religions repre- 
sent a foundational religious experience of compas- 
sion, wisdom and communion with the Aabsolute, with 
human persons and with all life-forms. The various 
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36. 


37. 


38. 


religions have, down the ages, profoundly influenced 
and shaped the life and culture of the masses. 


But it is also true that in course of time, as religions 
got organized, the original experience got submerged 
and its glow and power lost. Religions then began to 
play and ambivalent role in people's lives. On the 
one hand they give people an identity, provide world- 
views and meaning systems; and they have enormous 
potential for liberation. On the other hand some ele- 
ments which negate life and oppress the masses have 
been upheld and used in the name of religion. Lib- 
eration and purification of religion from these aberra- 
tions and recovery of the original experience and dy- 
namism are integral to our vision and program. 


Asian cultures today feel the strong impact of mod- 
ernization and globalisation. The attempt to impose 
a global, consumerist mono-culture is sweeping away 
cultural values that are human and communitarian. 
Natural eco-systems, the bed-rock of people’s cul- 
tures, are being destroyed with tragic consequences 
for humans, all life forms and the environment. Glo- 
bal market forces further aggravate the culture of pov- 
erty. The poor have no place in this scheme of things. 
Corruption grows at all levels, even within the 
churches. Political regimes in Asian countries are of- 
ten at the mercy of these forces. 


Women particularly bear the brunt of this onslaught. 
It is true to say that in Asian countries women are the 
poorest of the poor. Poverty predominantly has a 
feminine face. 
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39. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


Resistance to this situation is evident in conflict be- 

tween the ethnic groups, in the growth of women’s 
movements, dalit and tribal movement, of and of 
ecological movements. In this way various groups 
seek to assert their identity and claim their rights. 


. We disciples of Jesus in Asia / India find ourselves 


journeying with people in these situations. As we 
discover our roots in this ground reality, we relate to 
people’s cultures and religious and we share their 
hopes and sorrows. Our hearts are touched by the 
lives of our people especially the poor. While we are 
evangelizing we are also evangelized. We experi- 
ence our mission as a Call to enter into deeper levels 
of communion with all life-forms and all creation. In 
all this we discern the constant call to conversion, self 
transcendence and transformation. 


Faith seeks and finds body and voice in peoples’ cul- 
tures and thus expresses itself in indigenous rites. Im- 
posed from outside, a rite ceases to be genuine. Asian 
churches will soon enough replace alien rites with au- 
thentic ones. 


We seek to be enriched by the wisdom and the prac- 
tices of other religious traditions in our quest for har- 
mony, truth, compassion and communion. Learning 
from Asia’s spiritual traditions we feel inspired to con- 
tribute to the evolution of a new spiritual conscious- 
ness that is at the same time radically active and 
deeply contemplative. This could be our best hope 
and the Spirit’s gift to humanity in the next millennium. 


In Asia / India we Christians will probably always re- 
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main a tiny minority. Buta minority can be effective 
leaven. We have stopped planning for numbers. In- 
stead we dream of a new quality of life for our people 
- the fullness of life that Jesus promised. We commit 
ourselves along with the people of similar values to 
work for this fullness of life that Jesus lived and died 
for. 


Vi. Commitment 


44. We commit ourselves therefore: 


to stand with the oppressed as they struggle to re- 
cover their history and retrieve their cultures and 
spiritual traditions; 


ii. to explore the liberative potential of all Asian reli- 


gions and spiritualities and the service they do and 
could possibly render to the poor of Asia in the on- 
going struggle to recover their place in the sun; 


to re-emphasize the 1971 Synod’s teaching that ‘ac- 
tion for justice is a constitutive part of the work of 
evangelisation ‘ and to take care to avoid crippling 
gnostic dichotomies; 


. to pay greater attention to living the gospel and doing 


God's will than to endless elaborations of dogmatic 
formulations (cf. Mt.7:21-23; 25:31-46); 


to incorporate into our collection of sacred texts and 
traditions, the religious traditions and texts of Asian 
peoples which make for openness to God and the © 
neighbour and promote service, even as we have 
accepted Israel’s traditions and Israel adapted pre- | 
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Israelite material (cf. Nostra Aetate): 


vi. likewise to recognize with reverence the holy women 


45. 


46. 


47. 


Vil. 


and men of all Asian traditions who have witnessed 
to compassion, justice and transcendence; 


to apologize openly for whatever negative, disre- 
spectful or disparaging attitudes have been ours in 
the past towards other religions, their spiritual quest 
and their symbols; 


vili.to apologize also for whatever part the church has 


had in the colonial domination of Asian countries, 
for its failure to denounce domination or to dissoci- 
ate itself from it. 


We, commit ourselves to be credible witness to the 
Good News by living it in our day-to-day life. We would 
not associate ourselves with any structure which prac- 
tises class, caste or gender-oppression. Our ener- 
gies and talents would be spent for the uplift of the 
marginalised. We will be available to people and be 
transparent in our dealings. 


We would share our vision of a new society and iden- 
tify with like-minded peoples and movements like Hu- 
man Rights groups, progressive and leftist initiatives, 
and network with them to give issue based collabora- 
tion. 


We as church will so live and act as to become an 
agent of social change. We will do whatever is in our 
power to declericalise the church, and make the laity, 
especially the women, partners in sharing faith and 
decision-making in order to humanize the face of the 
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church. We shall form fora for Human Rights and . 
Grievance Cells in the church. A charter of rights 
and duties for Catholics is an urgent need. We intend © 
to promote Basic Human Communities. Ours will be 
a life search, engaged in dialogue of life, to discover 
and promote the human. 


We are willing to pay the price whatever it might be in 
this adventure of faith. 


Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- 
Secretary Secretary Convenor 
CPCI FORUM — PROPHETIC 


SOLIDARITY 


